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Abstract 

 

The aim of the PhD thesis entitled “Protreptic Discourse and Way of Life in Ancient 

Philosophy: Classical Sources and Christian Receptions” is to provide an approach of ancient 

philosophy from a perspective still insufficiently explored in the bibliography available at the 

moment. More exactly, our purpose is to show to what extend the various examples of 

philosophical protreptic (a large part of which has survived only in fragmentary form) could 

reveal to the modern exegesis the ancient meaning of philosophy as “way of living” or “care of 

the self”. This aspect of ancient philosophy was stressed in the last decades of the 20
th

 century by 

Pierre Hadot and others, but a comprehensive analysis of such an aspect from the perspective of 

the protreptic writings have never been made so far.  

Therefore, our first intent is to point out the relevance of the protreptic writings in 

recovering the meaning of ancient philosophy as a way of live. Secondly, we will try to point out 

some aspects of the influence which the philosophical protreptic has had on Christian literature 

from the second and third centuries. We shall examine, inter alia, to what extent pagan 

protreptics have transmitted to Christian authors the ancient meaning of philosophy as a way of 

life, together with a set of spiritual exercises and practices of the self. Our intent will be to show 

that this meaning of philosophy was adapted and perpetuated in the protreptic writings of early 

Christian literature. 

 The study of the protreptic writings represents an important topic for contemporary 

research, as also demonstrated by the studies published on this subject. Apart from the attempts 

to reconstruct and interpret some of the most famous examples of this genre, such as Aristotle’s 

Protrepticus and Cicero’s Hortensius, researchers have become more and more interested in 

emphasizing the way in which the ancient tradition of philosophical protreptic influenced some 

of the early Christian writings. In the past few years, the influence of this genre upon the 

Christian literature has made the object of systematic researches, a fact also proven by a series of 

studies dedicated to writings such as Paul’s Letter to the Romans, St. Justin’s Apologies, the 

Protrepticus ad Graecos of Clement of Alexandria, St. Basil’s Homily On the Words ‘Give Heed 

to Thyself’ or Augustine’s Confessions.  
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However, there is still much work to be done to more clearly understand the evolution 

and the development of this genre not only in Greco-Roman Antiquity, but also in the middle 

Ages and pre-modern literature.   

Sadly, in the Romanian culture, this topic has been scarcely discussed so far. Although 

there is an available translation in Romanian language of Aristotle’s Protrepticus as well as a 

translation of Clement of Alexandria’s Exhortation to the Greeks, we still not have a 

comprehensive monography on this topic. There are also still lacking translations of some 

important protreptic works, such as Cicero’s Hortensius and Iamblichos’ Protrepticus, as well as 

systematic studies dedicated to them. From this perspective, our contribution is intended to give 

an impulse to the researches on this topic in the Romanian cultural area. Approaching pagan 

protreptics as well as Christian, our PhD thesis could serve as an introduction to further studies 

on the issue of the protreptic literature.  

The present thesis contains five chapters, in addition to an Introduction, some 

Conclusions and a Bibliography. The first chapter focuses primarily on the ancient theories about 

the protreptic genre, investigating some key passages from Aristotle’s Rhetoric, Pseudo-

Aristotle’s Rhetorica ad Alexandrum, and Epictetus’ Diatribes. In addition to this survey of 

ancient theories concerning the protreptic discourse I will provide an overview of the modern 

scholarly research on this topic, analyzing the main statements one can use in identifying and 

interpreting an ancient text as protreptic. Based on these statements I will conclude the first 

chapter of our thesis by sketching a brief history of the protreptic in Greco-Roman antiquity. 

In chapter two I will devote a particular attention to probably the most famous protreptic 

writings from the whole of ancient philosophy, namely Aristotle’s Protrepticus and Cicero’s 

Hortensius. I will provide a survey of the history of the reconstruction of these two works and I 

will critically examine the solutions and the interpretations which have been proposed by various 

researchers throughout time. I also will try to offer some new suggestions for the reconstruction 

of these two philosophical protreptics, especially in the case of Cicero’s Hortensius. At the same 

time, I will read these texts as sources for the modern interpretation of ancient philosophy as 

‘way of life’, ‘care of the soul’ and ‘spiritual exercises’.  

In the third chapter, I will investigate more extensively to what extent the ancient texts 

which can be assigned to the protreptic genre can be used to recover the ancient meaning of 

philosophy as “way of life”, “conversion experience” or “spiritual exercise”. I will read some 
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passages from Plato’s dialogues, Aristotle’s Protrepticus, Epicurus’ Letter to Menoeceus, Teles’ 

Diatribes, Seneca’s Letters, etc., paying a particular attention to motifs such as “philosophy as 

medicine of the soul”, “care of the self” and “moral improvement”.  

In the fourth chapter of my thesis I will discuss some texts from the first three centuries 

of Christian literature, in which can be recognized the influence of the philosophical protreptic 

tradition. Such texts will include: St. Justin’s Apologies and Dialogue with Trypho, Pseudo-

Justin’s Cohortatio ad Graecos, Clement of Alexandria’s Exhortation to the Greeks, Minucius 

Felix’s Octavius, and Cyprian of Carthage’s Letter to Donatus. As I shall try to demonstrate, in 

writing their works all these authors have made use of the categories of the protreptic genre, in 

exhorting the pagan audience to convert to Christianity, defined as a “true philosophy” and 

promoted as the only valid way of life.  

In the last chapter of this thesis, I will provide a new reading and interpretation of 

Gregory Thaumaturgus’ Address of Thanksgiving to Origen by relating it to the ancient tradition 

of the philosophical protreptic. The features which Gregory’s speech shares with the protreptic 

writings have been largely neglected by modern scholars so far. However, as I will try to 

demonstrate in my analysis, such a reading could offer new perspectives for a better 

understanding of this text. With this aim in mind, I will analyze some passages from Gregory’s 

Address by confronting them with other protreptic texts from Greco-Roman philosophy, and I 

will try to show to what extent it shares the features of philosophical protreptic tradition. Such an 

approach will allow me to offer a new answer to the controversial issue of the literary genre of 

this discourse. Thus, I will suggest that this text may be read not only as a speech of thanksgiving 

(logos charisterios), as a farewell discourse (logos suntaktikos), as an address (logos 

prosphonetikos) or as a panegyric (panegyrikos), but also as a protreptic discourse (logos 

protreptikos). Though Gregory does not refer to his speech as being a protreptic, its structure, 

themes and recurring motives, as well as the vocabulary used make me consider this text also as 

a protreptic one.  

Based on such an analysis, I will try to offer certain clarifications regarding an equally 

disputed question, which concerns Gregory’s avoidance of specifically Christian terminology in 

his speech. I will critically discuss the solutions previously proposed by various researchers 

concerning this issue and I will provide my own answer, thus taking part in this contemporary 

debate. I my thesis, I will argue that Gregory’s preference for a language specific to 
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philosophical schools can be explained precisely by taking into account the protreptic aim of his 

text. The author adjusts his speech to the public constituting his addressee; for this public, he 

presents Origen’s school as a school identical in many respects with the philosophical schools of 

the time. This way, he tried to persuade the pagan intellectuals into converting easier to the 

education and the way of life taught by Origen. 

In conclusion, it can be stressed that the ancient protreptic texts are of great importance in 

understanding the nature and the specificity of ancient philosophy. Therefore, a comprehensive 

analysis of philosophy defined as “way of life” could not omit a discussion about the ancient 

tradition of the philosophical protreptic. Equally important, this tradition of protreptic writings 

has largely influenced the early Christian literature, as demonstrated by works of many authors, 

such as Justin the Martyr and Philosopher, Clement of Alexandria, Gregory Thaumaturgus, 

Minucius Felix, Cyprian of Carthage and others.  All these Christian authors are largely indebted 

to the pagan and philosophical tradition of the protreptic genre. As I have tried to show 

throughout my thesis, quite often, these authors have recovered in their own protreptic works the 

ancient meaning of philosophy as “way of life” by adapting it to a Christian framework.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

Selected bibliography 

 
 

A. Primary sources: editions and translations 

 

A.1. Classical authors: 

 

ARISTOTLE 

a) Editions of Aristotle’s Protrepticus: 

Aristotelis qui ferebantur librorum fragmenta, collegit Valentinus Rose, în seria Aristotelis 

opera, editată de Academia Regia Borussica, vol. V, Berlin, 1870. 

Aristotelis qui ferebantur librorum fragmenta, collegit Valentinus Rose, Leipzig, Teubner, 1886. 

Aristotelis Dialogorum fragmenta: in usum scholarum, ed. Richard Walzer, G. C. Sansoni, 

Firenze, 1934. 

Aristotelis fragmenta selecta, ed. W. D. Ross, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1955. 

Düring, Ingemar, Aristotle’s Protrepticus. An Attempt at Reconstruction (Studia Graeca et Latina 

Gothoburgensia XII), Göteborg, 1961. 

Chroust, Anton-Hermann, Aristotle, Protrepticus: A Reconstruction, University of Notre Dame 

Press, Notre Dame, Indiana, 1964. 

Aristotel, Protrepticul, trad. de Bogdan Mincă şi Cătălin Partenie, Humanitas, Bucureşti, 2005. 

Aristote, Exhortation à la philosophie. Le dossier grec, introduction, traduction et commentaire 

par Sophie Van der Meeren, Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 2011. 

Aristotle, Protrepticus or Exhortation to Philosophy (citations, fragments, paraphrases, and other 

evidence), edited and translated by D. S. Hutchinson and Monte Ransome Johnson, 2015: 

http://www.protrepticus.info/protreprecon2015i2. 

 

b) Other editions and translations of Aristotle’s works: 

Aristotel, Etica Nicomahică, traducere, studiu introductiv, comentarii şi index de Stella Petecel, 

Bucureşti, Editura ştiinţifică şi enciclopedică, 1988. 

Aristotel, Metafizica, traducere, comentariu și note de Andrei Cornea, Humanitas, București, 

2007. 

Aristotel, Politica, ediție bilingvă, traducere, comentarii, note și index de Alexander 

Baumgarten, Editura Univers Enciclopedic Gold, București, 2010. 

Aristotel, Retorica, ediție bilingvă, traducere, studiu introductiv și index de Maria-Cristina 

Andrieș, note și comentarii de Ștefan-Sebastian Maftei, Editura IRI, București, 2004. 

 

AULUS GELLIUS 

Aulus Gellius, Nopțile atice, traducere de David Popescu, introducere și note de I. Ficher, 

Editura Academiei R.P.R, București, 1965. 

 

CICERO 

a) Editions of Cicero’s Hortensius: 

M. Tullii Ciceronis Opera quae supersunt omnia, vol. XI, ediderunt J. G. Baiter et C. L. Kayser, 

Leipzig, 1869. 



10 
 

M. Tulli Ciceronis Scripta quae manserunt omnia. Recognovit C. F. W. Mueller, Partis IV, Vol. 

III, Leipzig, 1879. 

Plasberg, Otto, De M. Tulli Ciceronis Hortensio dialogo, Lipsiae, 1892. 

Ruch, Michel, L’Hortensius de Cicéron. Histoire et reconstitution, Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 

1958. 

Straume-Zimmermann, L., Ciceros Hortensius, Peter Lang, Bern / Frankfurt am Main, 1976.  

Marco Tullio Cicerone, Ortensio. Testo critico, introduzione, versione e commento a cura di 

Alberto Grilli, Pàtron Editore, Bologna, 2010. 

 

b) Other editions and translations of Cicero’s works: 

Fohlen, G., Cicéron, Tusculanes, 2 vol., Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 1964; 1968. 

Rackhan, H., Cicero, De natura deorum. Academica, with an English Translation (Loeb 

Classical Library), Harvard University Press, 1967. 

Testard, M., Cicéron, Les devoirs, 2 vol., Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 1974; 1984. 

Vitelli, C., M. Tulli Ciceronis Consolationis fragmenta, Arnoldo Mondadori Editore, 1979. 

 

DAVID 

David, Introducere în filozofie, traducere, studiu introductiv, note și comentarii de Gabriel 

Liiceanu, Editura Academiei Republicii Socialiste România, București, 1977. 

 

DIOGENES LAËRTIUS 

Diogenes Laertios, Despre viețile și doctrinele filosofilor, traducere de C. I. Balmuș, Polirom, 

Iași, 1997. 

 

EPICURUS 

Epicuro, Opere. Introduzione, testo critico, traduzione e note di Graziano Arrighetti, Giulio 

Einaudi Editore, Torino, 1960. 

 

EPICTETUS 

Epictetus, The Discourses as Reported by Arrian. The Manual and Fragments, with an English 

Translation by W. A. Oldfather, 2 vol. (Loeb Classical Library), Putnam’s Sons, New York / 

Heinemann, Londra, 1926; 1928.  

 

GALEN 

Galien, Œuvres, tome II: Exhortation à l’étude de la médecine; Art médical, ed. Véronique 

Boudon, Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 2000. 

 

IAMBLICHUS 

Jamblique, Protreptique, ed. Édouard Des Places, Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 1989. 

 

ISOCRATES 

Isocrate, Discours (vol. I-II), texte établi et traduit par George Mathieu et Émile Brémond, Les 

Belles Lettres, Paris, 1972, 1987.  

 

MENANDER RHETOR 



11 
 

Menander Rhetor, Edited with Translation and Commentary by D. A. Russell & N. G. Wilson, 

Oxford, 1981. 

 

NONIUS MARCELLUS 

Noni Marcelli Compendiosa doctrina emendavit et adnotavit Lucianus Mueller, Pars I, in 

aedibus B. G. Teubneri, Lipsiae, 1888. 

 

PLATO 

Plato, Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, Phaedo, Phaedrus, with an English Translation by Harold 

North Fowler (LCL), Harvard University Press, Cambridge – London, 2005. 

Plato, Laches, Protagoras, Meno, Euthydemus, with an English Translation by W. R. M. Lamb, 

(LCL), Harvard University Press, 1952. 

Platon, Opere, vol. I-VII, Editura științifică și enciclopedică, București, 1975-1993. 

 

PLUTARCH 

Plutarque, Œuvres morales, tome, XV, 1
re

 partie, texte établi par Michel Casevitz, traduit et 

commenté par Daniel Babut, Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 2004. 

Plutarh, Vieţi paralele, vol. II, traducere de N. I. Barbu, Editura ştiinţifică, Bucureşti, 1963. 

 

QUINTILIAN 

Quintilien, Institution oratoire, 7 vol., ed. J. Cousin, Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 1975-1980. 

 

SENECA 

Noblot, H. – Préchac, F., Sénèque, Lettres à Lucilius, 4 vol., Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 1959-

1964. 

Lucio Anneo Seneca, I frammenti, a cura di Dionigi Vottero, Pàtron Editore, Bologna, 1998. 

 

STOBAIOS 

Wachsmuth, C., Hense, O., Ioannis Stobaei Anthologium, vol. II, Weidmann, Berlin, 1884. 

 

TELES 

Pedro Pablo Fuentes Gonzáles, Les Diatribes de Télès, J. Vrin, Paris, 1998. 

 

XENOPHON 

Xenofon, Amintiri despre Socrate, traducere, prefață, note și indice de Grigore Tănăsescu, 

Editura Univers, București, 1987. 

 

 

A.2. Christian authors: 



12 
 

 

AUGUSTINE 

Sancti Aureli Augustini Confessionum libri tredecim, ed. P. Knöll, CSEL, vol. 33/1, 1896. 

——, Sancti Aureli Augustini Contra Academicos libri tres, De beata vita liber unus, De ordine 

libri duo, ed. P. Knöll, CSEL, vol. 63, 1922. 

 

BOETHIUS   

Boethius, Consolarea Filosofiei, ediţie bilingvă, traducere de Otniel Vereş, îngrijire critică de 

Alexander Baumgarten, Polirom, Iaşi, 2011. 

 

CYPRIAN OF CARTHAGE 

Molager, Jean, Cyprien de Carthage, A Donat et La vertu de patience, Les Éditions du Cerf, 

Paris, 1982. 

 

CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA 

Mondésert, C., Clément d’Alexandrie, Le Protreptique, Les Éditions du Cerf, Paris, 1949. 

 

GREGORY THAUMATURGUS 

Grégoire le Thaumaturge, Remerciement à Origène suivi de la Lettre d’Origène à Grégoire, 

texte grec, introduction, traduction et notes par Henri Crouzel, Les Éditions du Cerf, Paris, 1969. 

Des Gregorios Thaumaturgos Dankrede an Origenes, als Anhang der Brief von Origenes an 

Gregorios Thaumaturgos. Herausgegeben von Paul Koetschau, Freiburg i. Br. und Leipzig, 

1894. 

Gregorio il Taumaturgo (?), Encomio di Origene, introduzione, traduzione e note di Marco Rizzi, 

Paoline Editoriale Libri, Milano, 2002. 

 

JUSTIN THE MARTYR 

Justin, Apologie pour les Chrétiens, ed. Charles Munier, Les Éditions du Cerf, Paris, 2006. 

 

MINUCIUS FELIX 

Minucius Felix, Octavius, texte établi et traduit par Jean Beaujeu, deuxième tirage revu et 

corrigé, Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 1974. 

 

PSEUDO-JUSTIN 

Pseudo-Justin, Ouvrages apologétiques: Exhortation aux Grecs (Marcel d’Ancyre?), Discours 

aux Grecs, Sur la monarchie, introduction, texte grec, traduction et notes par Bernard Pouderon, 

avec la collaboration de Cécile Bost-Pouderon, Marie-Joseph Pierre et Pierre Pilard, Les Éditions 

du Cerf, Paris, 2009. 

 

B. Studies on the protreptic writings from Greco-Roman philosophy 

 



13 
 

Alfonsi, Luigi, „Dall’Hortensius al Dialogus de oratoribus”, Latomus. Revue des études latines, 

24/1, 1965, pp. 40-44. 

——, „Studi sull’Hortensius di Cicerone”, Athenaeum. Studi periodici di letteratura e storia 

dell’antichità, 42, 1964, pp. 121-130. 

Alieva, Olga, „Protreptic in the Socratics: in Search of a Genre”, Socratica, vol. III, Akademia 

Verlag, 2013, pp. 128-139. 

Bignone, Ettore, L’Aristotele perduto e la formazione filosofica di Epicuro, 2 vol., „La Nuova 

Italia Editrice”, Firenze, 1973
2
. 

Burgess, Th. Chalon, „Epideictic Literature”, Studies in Classical Philology, 3, 1902, pp. 209-

210. 

Bywater, Ingmar, „On a lost dialogue of Aristotle”, Journal of Philology, vol. 2, 1869, pp. 55-69. 

Collins, James Henderson, Exhortations to Philosophy: The Protreptics of Plato, Isocrates and 

Aristotle, Oxford University Press, 2015. 

Diels, Hermann, „Zu Aristoteles’ Protreptikos und Cicero’s Hortensius”, Archiv für Geschichte 

der Philosophie, 1, 1888, pp. 477-497. 

Doignon, Jean, „Fragments de l’Hortensius chez Augustin à récupérer ou à invalider”, Latomus, 

58/1, 1999, pp. 164-171. 

Festugière, A.-J., Les trois «Protreptiques» de Platon: Euthydème, Phédon, Epinomis, J. Vrin, 

Paris, 1973. 

Frassinetti, Paolo, „Sulla trama dell’Hortensius (A proposito di due recenti edizioni dei 

frammenti)”, Le parole e le idee, 5, 1963, pp. 149-154. 

Gaiser, Konrad, Protreptik und Paränese bei Platon, Stuttgart, 1959. 

Gallagher, Robert L., „Protreptic Aims of Plato’s Republic”, Ancient Philosophy, 24, 2004, pp. 

293-319. 

Grilli, Alberto, „«Eudemo» e «Protrettico» da Cicerone a Giamblico”, în idem, Stoicismo, 

epicureismo e letteratura, Brescia, Paideia Editrice, 1992, pp. 319-373. 

——, „Echi dell’Hortensius”, Helmantica, 28, 1977, pp. 189-199. 

Hartlich, Paulus, „De exhortationum a Graecis Romanisque scriptarum historia et indole”, 

Leipziger Studien zur classischen Philologie, 11, 1889, pp. 207-336. 

Hirzel, Rudolf, „Über den Protreptikos des Aristoteles”, Hermes, 10, 1876, pp. 61-100. 

Hutchinson, D. S. & Johnson, Monte Ransome, „Authenticating Aristotle’s Protrepticus”, Oxford 

Studies in Ancient Philosophy, Oxford University Press, vol. 29, 2005, pp. 193-294. 



14 
 

Jordan, Mark D., „Ancient Philosophic Protreptic and the Problem of Persuasive Genres”, 

Rhetorica, 4, 1986, pp. 309-333. 

Larivée, Annie, „Le Philèbe, un protreptique?”, Phoenix, Vol. 65, No. 1/2, 2011, pp. 53-65. 

Lazzati, Giuseppe, L’Aristotle perduto e gli scrittori cristiani, Società Editrice „Vita e Pensiero”, 

Milano, 1938. 

Malherbe, Abraham J., Moral Exhortation. A Greco-Roman Sourcebook, The Westminster Press, 

Philadelphia, 1986. 

Mansion, Suzanne, „Contemplation and action in Aristotle’s Protrepticus”, în vol. Ingemar 

Düring & G. E. L. Owen (ed.), Aristotle and Plato in the Mid-Fourth Century. Papers of 

the Symposium Aristotelicum held at Oxford in August, 1957, Göteborg, 1960, pp. 56-75. 

Mazzoli, Giancarlo, „Sul Protrettico perduto di Seneca: le Exhortationes”, Memorie dell’Istituto 

Lombardo – Accademia di Scienze e Lettere, Classe di lettere, scienze morali e storiche, 

36, 1977, pp. 7-47. 

Morneau-Caron, Pierre Alexandre, Les protreptiques comme exercices spirituels, Mémoire 

présenté à la Faculté des études supérieures de l’Université Laval, Québec, 2010: 

http://www.theses.ulaval.ca/2010/27209/27209. 

Rabinowitz, W. Gerson, Aristotle’s Protrepticus and the Sources of its Reconstruction, vol. 1, 

University of California Press, 1957. 

Slings, S. R., „Protreptic in Ancient Theories of Philosophical Literature”, în Abbens J. G. J., 

Slings, S. R., Sluiter, I. (editors), Greek Literary Theory after Aristotle, Amsterdam, VU 

University Press, 1995, pp. 173-192. 

——, Plato, Clitophon. Edited with Introduction, Translation and Commentary, Cambridge 

University Press, 2004, pp. 59-93 (= Philosophical Protreptic in the Fourth Century 

BCE). 

Taylor, John Hammond, „St. Augustine and the Hortensius of Cicero”, Studies in Philology, 

60/3, 1963, pp. 487-498. 

Testard, Maurice, „Observations sur la pensée de Cicéron, orateur et philosophe. Consonances 

avec la tradition judéo-chrétienne. III: L’Hortensius, Revue des études latines, 79, 2001, 

pp. 54-69. 

Turkowska, Danuta, L’Hortensius de Cicéron et le Protreptique d’Aristote, Wrocław-Warszawa-

Kraków, 1965. 

Usener, H., „Vergessenes”, II, Rheinisches Museum, 28, 1873, pp. 392-403. 

Van der Meeren, Sophie, „Le protreptique en philosophie: essai de définition d’un genre”, în 

Revue des études grecques, 115, 2002, pp. 591-621. 

——, „Recta ratio vivendi: sur une définition sénéquienne de la philosophie, rapportée et 

critiquée par Lactance”, Revue des études latines, 83, 2005, pp. 154-178. 

http://www.theses.ulaval.ca/2010/27209/27209.p


15 
 

 

C. Studies on the protreptic writings from early Christian literature 

 

Alfonsi, Luigi, „Traces du jeune Aristote dans la Cohortatio ad gentiles faussement attribuée à 

Justin”, Vigiliae Christianae, 2, 1948, pp. 65-88. 

Alieva, Olga, „Protreptic Motifs in St. Basil’s Homily On the Words ‘Give Heed to Thyself’”, 

Studia Patristica, LXII, Vol. 10, Peeters, Leuven-Paris-Walpole MA, 2013, pp. 69-78. 

Aune, David E., „Romans as a Logos Protreptikos in the Context of Ancient Religious and 

Philosophical Propaganda”, în Martin Hengel & Ulrich Heckel (ed.), Paulus und das 

antike Judentum, J. C. B. Mohr, Tübingen, 1991.  

Guerra, Anthony J., Romans and the Apologetic Tradition. The Purpose, Genre and Audience of 

Paul’s Letter, Cambridge, 1995. 

Herrero de Jáuregui, Miguel, The Protrepticus of Clement of Alexandria: A Commentary (PhD 

thesis, Università di Bologna, 2008: http://amsdottorato.cib.unibo.it/1117. 

Kotzé, Annemaré, Augustine’s Confessions: Communicative Purpose and Audience, 

(Supplements to ,,Vigiliae Christianae”, Vol. LXXI), Leiden-Boston, Brill, 2004. 

Pellegrino, Michele, „L’elemento propagandistico e protrettico negli apologeti greci del II 

secolo”, Rivista di filologia e di istruzione classica, 19, 1941, pp. 1-18; 97-109. 

Powell, Jonathan, „Unfair to Caecilius? Ciceronian dialogue techniques in Minucius Felix”, în 

vol. Severan Culture, edited by Simon Swain et. al., Cambridge University Press, 2007, 

pp. 177-189. 

Szarmach, Marian, „Ad Donatum des Heiligen Cyprian als Rhetorischer Protreptik”, Eos, 77, 

1989, pp. 289-297. 

Valentin, Pierre, „Un protreptique conservé de l’antiquité: le Contra Academicos de saint 

Augustin”, Revue des sciences religieuses, 43, 1969, pp. pp. 1-26; 87-117. 

Van den Hoek, Annewies, „Apologetic and Protreptic Discourse in Clement of Alexandria”, în 

vol. L’apologétique chrétienne gréco-latine à l’époque prénicenienne (Entretiens sur 

l’Antiquité Classique, vol. 51), Vandoeuvres-Genève, 2005, pp. 69-102.  

Van der Meeren, Sophie, „L’influence du protreptique à la philosophie sur la Consolatio de 

Boèce: réexamen de la question”, Revue d’études augustiniennes et patristiques 57, 2011, 

287-323. 

——, „La sagesse «droit chemin de la vie»: une métaphore du Contra Academicos relue à la 

lumière du protreptique philosophique”, Revue d’études augustiniennes et patristiques, 

53, 2007, pp. 81-111. 

http://amsdottorato.cib.unibo.it/1117


16 
 

——, „Les Apologies de Justin et le Protreptique d’Aristote”, journée d’Agrégation, Lyon, 2010: 

http://www.mom.fr/IMG/pdf/Meeren_Justin.pdf. 

 

D. General studies 

 

Adămuț, Anton, Literatură și filosofie creștină. Secolele I-VIII, vol. 1, Fides, Iași, 1997. 

Alfonsi, Luigi, „Studi corneliani”, în vol. ΑΝΤΙΔΩΡΟΝ Hugoni Henrico Paoli oblatum, Istituto 

di filologia classica, Università di Genova, 1956, pp. 43-56. 

André, Jean-Marie, La philosophie à Rome, Presses Universitaires de France, Paris, 1977. 

——, L’otium dans la vie morale et intellectuelle romaine des origines à l’époque augustéenne, 

Presses Universitaires de France, Paris, 1966. 

Bardy, Gustave, „«Philosophie» et «philosophe» dans le vocabulaire chrétien des premiers 

siècles”, Revue d’ascétique et de mystique, 25, 1949, pp. 97-108. 

Baumgarten, Alexander, „Conceptul răgazului (σχολή) și unitatea tematică a Politicii lui 

Aristotel”, în Vasile Muscă & Alexander Baumgarten (coord.), Filosofia politică a lui 

Aristotel, Polirom, Iași, 2002, pp. 161-192. 

Bernays, Jakob, Die Dialoge des Aristoteles in ihrem Verhältniss zu seinen übrigen Werken, 

Verlag von Wilhelm Hertz, Berlin, 1863. 

Cairns, Francis, Generic Composition in Greek and Roman Poetry, Michigan Classical Press, 

2007. 

Crouzel, Henri, L’école d’Origène à Césarée, „Bulletin de Littérature Ecclésiastique”, 71, 1970, 

pp.15-27. 

Daniélou, Jean, Message évangelique et culture hellénistique aux IIe et IIIe siècles, Paris, 

Desclée & Cie, 1961. 

Dillon, John, The Middle Platonists: 80 B.C. to A.D. 220, Cornell University Press, 1996. 

Domański, Juliusz, La philosophie, théorie ou manière de vivre? Les controverses de l’Antiquité 

à la Renaissance, Éditions Universitaires Fribourg Suisse, 1996. 

Düring, Ingemar, Aristotle in the Ancient Biographical Tradition, Almqvist & Wiksell, 

Stockholm, 1957. 

Festugière, A.-J., „Les trois vies”, în idem, Études de philosophie grecque, Librairie 

Philosophique J. Vrin, Paris, 1971, pp. 117-156. 

Foucault, Michel, Hermeneutica subiectului. Cursuri la Collège de France (1981-1982), 

traducere de Bogdan Ghiu, Polirom, Iași, 2004. 

http://www.mom.fr/IMG/pdf/Meeren_Justin.pdf


17 
 

Fredouille, J.-C., „Conversion personnelle et discours apologétique, de saint Paul à saint 

Augustin”, Augustinus, 32, 1987, pp. 121-131. 

Goulet-Cazé, Marie-Odile, „Le cynisme est-il une philosophie?”, în vol. Contre Platon, tome I: 

Le Platonisme dévoilé, textes réunis par Monique Dixsaut, Librairie Philosophique J. 

Vrin, Paris, 1993, pp. 273-313. 

Hadot, Pierre, Ce este filosofia antică?, traducere de George Bondor şi Claudiu Tipuriţă, 

Polirom, Iaşi, 1997. 

——, Études de philosophie ancienne, Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 1998. 

——, Exercices spirituels et philosophie antique, Paris, Institut d’Études Augustiniennes, 1993. 

Jacobsen, Anders Christian, „Conversion to Christian Philosophy – the Case of Origen’s School 

in Caesarea”, Zeitschrift für antikes Christentum, 16/1, 2012, pp. 145-157. 

Jaeger, Werner, Paideia. The Ideals of Greek Culture, Translated from the German Manuscript 

by Gilbert Highet, vol. II: In Search of the Divine Center, Basil Bleckwell, Oxford, 1947. 

Joly, Robert, Christianisme et philosophie. Etudes sur Justin et les Apologistes grecs du 

deuxième siècle, Editions de l’Université de Bruxelles, 1973. 

——, Le thème philosophique des genres de vies dans l’Antiquité classique, Palais des 

Académies, Bruxelles, 1956. 

Kahn, Charles H., Plato and the Socratic Dialogue. The Philosophical Use of a Literary Form, 

Cambridge University Press, 1996. 

Kennedy, George A., New Testament Interpretation through Retorical Criticism, The University 

of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill and London, 1984. 

Knauber, Adolf, „Das Anliegen der Schule des Origenes zu Cäsarea”, Münchener Theologische 

Zeitschrift, 19, 1968, pp. 182-203. 

Köckert, Charlotte, „The Rhetoric of Conversion in Ancient Philosophy and Christianity”, Studia 

Patristica, LXII, vol. 10, Peeters Publishers, Leuven-Paris-Walpole, 2013, pp. 205-212. 

Lavecchia, Salvatore, Una via che conduce al divino. La «homoiosis theo» nella filosofia di 

Platone, Vita e Pensiero, Milano, 2006. 

Longenecker, Richard N., Introducing Romans: Critical Issues in Paul’s Most Famous Letter. 

William B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids & Cambridge, 2011. 

MacKendrick, Paul, The Philosophical Books of Cicero, Duckworth, London, 1989. 

Malingrey, Anne-Marie, „Philosophia”. Étude d’un groupe de mots dans la littérature grecque, 

des Présocratiques au IV
e
 siècle après J.-C., Librairie C. Klincksieck, Paris, 1961. 

Mansion, Suzanne, „Deux définitions différentes de la vie chez Aristote?”, Revue Philosophique 

de Louvain, 71, 1973, pp. 425-450. 



18 
 

Moreschini, Claudio, Istoria filosofiei patristice, traducere de Alexandra Cheşcu, Mihai-Silviu 

Chirilă şi Doina Cernica, Polirom, Iași, 2009. 

Moreschini, Claudio, Norelli, Enrico, Istoria literaturii creștine vechi grecești și latine, vol. I, De 

la Apostolul Pavel până la epoca lui Constantin cel Mare, Iași, Polirom, 2001. 

Morford, Mark, The Roman Philosophers. From the time of Cato the Censor to the death of 

Marcus Aurelius, Routledge, New York, 2002. 

Morica, Umberto, „Di alcune probabili fonti d’un opuscolo di S. Cipriano”, Athenaeum, 5, 1917, 

pp. 124-158. 

Mureșan, Valentin, „Filosofia ca mod de viață sau despre relația filosofie-biografie”, Revista de 

filosofie analitică, vol. IV/2, 2010, pp. 87-114. 

Newman, Robert J., „Cotidie meditare. Theory and Practice of the meditatio in Imperial 

Stoicism”, ANRW II, 36:3, pp. 1473-1517. 

Nightingale, Andrea Wilson, Spectacles of Truth in Classical Greek Philosophy. Theoria in its 

Cultural Context, Cambridge University Press, 2004. 

Nock, A. D., Conversion. The Old and the New in Religion from Alexander the Great to 

Augustine of Hippo, Oxford University Press, 1961
2
. 

Pernot, Laurent, La rhétorique de l’éloge dans le monde gréco-romain, tome II: Les valeurs, 

Institut d’Études Augustiniennes, Paris, 1993. 

Powell, J. G. F. (ed.), Cicero the Philosopher. Twelve Papers, Oxford University Press, 1995. 

Renger, Almut-Barbara, „Abschied eines Schülers vom Meister. Der sog. Panegyricus Gregors 

des Wundertäters auf Origenes: λόγος χαριστήριος – λόγος προσφωνητικός – λόγος 

συντακτικός”, Philologus 156/1, 2012, pp. 34-53. 

Rose, Valentin, Aristoteles Pseudepigraphus, Teubner, Leipzig, 1863. 

Sellars, John, The Art of Living. The Stoics on the Nature and Function of Philosophy, 

Bloomsbury, London, 2009. 

Stählin, Otto, Clemens Alexandrinus, vierter Band: Register (GCS 39), J. C. Hinrichs’sche 

Buchhandlung, Leipzig, 1936. 

Testard, Maurice, Chrétiens latins des premiers siècles. La littérature et la vie, Les Belles 

Lettres, Paris, 1981. 

Veronese, Maria, „In proprias laudes odiosa iactatio (Cypr., Don. 4): l’accezione cristiana di 

una sentenza classica”, Auctores Nostri, 4, 2006, pp. 181-191, 

Voelke, André Jean, La philosophie comme thérapie de l’âme. Etudes de philosophie 

hellénistique, Éditions du Cerf, Paris, 1993. 



19 
 

Wagoner, Robert, „Seneca on Moral Theory and Moral Improvement”, Classical Philology, 109, 

2014, pp. 241-262. 

Witt, R. E., „The Hellenism of Clement of Alexandria”, The Classical Quarterly, 25, 1931, pp. 

195-204. 

 

 

 

 

 


